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Message from UNICEF Odisha

Dear Readers,

| am immensely proud to present ‘Ama
Pokhari Katha’, a booklet highlighting the
significance of ponds, as an integral part of
our society.

For centuries, Ponds, are just not the water
source for human habitation but also home
to a variety of flora and fauna. It indeed
plays a vital role in our ecology.

Yet, these water bodies, are facing
increasing threats from human-caused
pollution and climate change. We must unite
to safeguard this ecosystem.

The initiatives like ‘Mo Pokhari’ and Odisha
Pond Week, plays a critical role in changing
attitudes and cultivating a positive mindset
to preserve these invaluable resources.

Let us work together to ensure the
preservation of Ponds for  future

generations.

Warm Regards,

j M !

Wasie ) Hotol)

/

William Hanlon Jr.
Chief, Field Office,
UNICEF State Office, Odisha.




Message from UNICEF Odisha

UNICEF-led Youth4Water Plus Campaign has
published the second edition of the book
"Ama Pokhari Katha," which is written by
youths of Odisha on the conservation of
water bodies in general and pond
rejuvenation in particular. It is with great
pleasure, | introduce this insightful book,
you will embark on a journey through the
importance of preserving and protecting our
precious pond ecosystems.

| encourage you all to consider the
significant relevance of ponds in our socio-
cultural fabric with open minds and hearts.
Ponds are more than just water features;
they are archives of customs, history, and
culture. They contain the whispers of
wisdom that have been forgotten, the
echoes of old ceremonies, and the stories of
generations past.

In a world where rapid urbanization and industrialization threaten the very
existence of these sacred water bodies, it is my request to all the youths to
take a lead role and stand for the cause. Let these stories be a call to action, a
reminder that we are custodians of our planet’s precious resources.

May these tales inspire you to cherish and protect our ponds, not just for

their ecological importance but also for the rich heritage safeguarding our
ponds, we are safeguarding our collective memory and identity.

Lo ==

Shipra Saxena
WASH, Environment &
Climate Change Specialist



Message from Youth4Water

Dear Readers

Water is a precious resource after the air,
essential for life and biodiversity. The efforts of
our youths in preserving and protecting our
water bodies are commendable and essential to
Odisha’s long-term prosperity.

Youths are actively engaged in conserving water
resources reflects their commitment towards
environmental stewardship and sustainable
development. By understanding the importance
of water conservation, they are not only
safeguarding our present but also securing a
better tomorrow for generations to come.

This book serves as a guide and inspiration for
all individuals, especially the youth to take
proactive steps in preserving our water bodies.
We can make them aware through education,
awareness, and collective action.

| urge every citizen to support and participate in
these conservation efforts initiated by UNICEF-
led Youth4Water Plus Campaign.

5
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Dharmananda Sundaray
Campaign Manager
Youth4Water Plus
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CEO, PANTISS GROUP




The Pondman of India

Greetings,

Youth4Water Plus Campaign's initiative "Ama
Pokhari Katha" is indeed commendable, and the
work being done to engage youth in preserving
and managing water bodies is crucial for
sustainable development.

| applaud your efforts in mobilizing young people
towards climate action and the promotion of
water, sanitation, and hygiene practices.

| am excited to participate in the consultation
and share my insights and experiences in pond
management and water conservation. It is
heartening to see such initiatives that focus on
preserving our natural resources and involving
the youth in these endeavours.

| look forward to contributing to the discussion
on sustainable water practices and exchanging
ideas with key stakeholders, policymakers,
researchers, and practitioners present at the
event.

Together, | am confident we can explore
innovative solutions for the conservation and
management of ponds in Odisha and beyond.
Please convey my sincere appreciation to the
organisers for this invitation, and rest assured of
my full commitment to making a valuable
contribution to the consultation.

Thank you once again for this opportunity, and |
eagerly anticipate our collaboration at the event
on 10th May, 2024.

1 Gl o 1
Et e ]

Ramveer Tanwar
Pondman, India
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Greetings,

As we embark on the celebration of Odisha Pond
Week, it fills me with great pride and enthusiasm to
witness the dedication of Youth4Water Plus towards
the preservation and revitalization of our precious
water bodies. £ m_ﬁ R Pnfc.t.ﬂh-’.l-"}
Ponds hold a special place in our cultural and

ecological landscape, serving as vibrant ecosystems
teeming with life and as vital sources of water for
communities across generations. They are not just
bodies of water; they are repositories of memories,
stories, and wisdom passed down through time.

The 'Ama Pokhari Katha' booklet serves as a
poignant reminder of the rich tapestry of narratives
woven around our ponds. Through these stories, we
not only learn about the historical significance and
ecological importance of ponds but also the
profound connections they foster within |
communities. /
As we delve into the pages of this booklet, let us
rekindle our appreciation for the invaluable role I "-, /
ponds play in sustaining life and livelihoods. Let us II'-.I |I ' /
commit ourselves to the stewardship of these water .1‘« Il"n I | /
bodies, ensuring their cleanliness, preservation, and \ \. . !
accessibility for generations to come.
| commend Youth4Water Plus for their tireless 'I,I /
efforts in raising awareness and engaging youth in H". (1 |I
this noble cause. Together, let us continue to work ; . "-l | | |
towards a future where our ponds thrive as vibrant
hubs of biodiversity and cultural heritage.

Dr. Sagar Pradhan

Environmentalist & Author

With warm regards,
Dr. Sagar Pradhan

Environmentalist & Author
Kendrapara, Odisha
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Ama G_? &l | Some Unforgettable Stories...

Pokhari qIgieN &8 2gm anae
M

Ama Pokbari, Ama Garba, pride of our land,
Reflecting the sky, with beauty so grand,

Still waters hold stories, whispered by breeze,
Of laughbter and life, beneath rustling trees.

Lotus blooms open, in colors so bright,

A haven for creatures, taking their flight.
Children skip stones, with joy in their eyes,
As elders weave tales, under twilight skies,

Once a source of life, for all who did roam,

Now a symbol of peace, a place to call bome.
Ama Pokhari, Ama Garba, a treasure we hold,

A story untold, yet forever unfolds.

Let s protect these havens, for all time to see,
These pockets of magic, for you and for me.
Ama Pokbari, Ama Garba, our bearts entwine,
A legacy to cherish, forever to shine.



