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Inspiring Futures: UNICEF Odisha Chief's Visit to ITI Hinjilicut, Ganjam 

 
 

 

Introduction 

The esteemed visit of Mr. William Hanlon Jr., Chief of Field Office at UNICEF Odisha, to Government ITI 

Hinjilicut was a momentous occasion, illuminating the institute's noteworthy contributions to skill 

development, environmental initiatives, and community engagement. 

Background 

The Youth4Water Plus Campaign is a UNICEF-led initiative, engaging over 5 lakh youth in Odisha on 

water, sanitation, hygiene (WASH), and climate change. Collaborating with 40 organizations, UN 

agencies, and CSR partners, the campaign employs a multi-sectoral approach, utilizing social media, 

capacity building, community radio activities, cleanliness drives, and advocacy platforms. TATA STRIVE, 

a valued partner, oversees 60 ITIs across the state. The visit to ITI Hinjilicut on November 29, 2023, aimed 

to observe and amplify Youth4Water Plus activities. 

Visit details 

The arrival of Chief was met with a warm welcome by Mrs. Swagatika Mohanty, the Change Leader of 

Govt ITI. Her enthusiasm resonated as she showcased the institute's commitment to the Youth4Water 

Plus activities, setting an optimistic tone for the day. A pivotal moment during the visit was the exhibition 

featuring the innovation and entrepreneurship endeavors of the youth at Govt ITI. The Chief was visibly 

impressed, conveyed, "Witnessing the ingenuity and creativity of these young minds is truly inspiring. It 

reflects a promising future for skill development and sustainable practices." In her opening statement, 

Shipra Saxena, the WASH-CCES Specialist at UNICEF Odisha, highlighted the evolving climate 

conditions in the region. She underscored the pivotal role of the Youth4Water Plus campaign in raising 

awareness among the youth of Odisha about these changes. Saxena emphasized how the campaign is 

empowering the youth to actively address climate concerns and Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 

issues within their communities. Furthermore, she commended the youth for their proactive stance, noting 

their ingenuity in devising innovative solutions to tackle these pressing challenges. During his address to 

about 200 youth at the venue, the Chief underscored the pivotal role of vocational training institutions in 

shaping the future workforce. He remarked, "ITI Hinjilicut's dedication to providing relevant skills, 

especially in emerging areas like Drone Piloting and Solar Technology, aligns with the vision of 

empowering the youth for a resilient future." 
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Key Takeaways 

1. Vocational Training's Vital Role: The Chief emphasized the critical importance of 

vocational training in meeting the evolving needs of industries, acknowledging ITI 

Hinjilicut's significant role. 

2. Preparation for Emerging Sectors: The visit highlighted the institute's role in preparing 

youth for emerging sectors such as drone technology and solar energy, aligning with the 

evolving landscape of technology. 

3. Commendation for Innovation: Chief Hanlon applauded the students for their innovative 

projects, recognizing their commitment to environmental and climate-related initiatives 
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