
Odisha Pond Conference 2.0 
Pioneering Efforts in Pond Rejuvenation and
Sustainable Development



About conference

The Pond Conference 2.0, organized by Youth4Water Plus in collaboration with
PANTISS Foundation and IMMT Bhubaneswar, was held in Odisha on 10th May
2024 with about 150 participants from the State. The aim of the conference was
uniting experts, conservationists, and stakeholders to strategize the preservation
and rejuvenation of ponds in the region. This distinctive event was one of the first
of its kind in India to focus solely on pond conservation, emphasizing its
significance for water sustainability and the well-being of local communities.
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Inaugural Session
The event commenced with opening remarks from Shipra Saxena, WASH-CCES
Specialist from UNICEF Odisha. In her address, Ms. Saxena emphasized the
importance of ponds as lifelines for communities and ecosystems. “Ponds are not
only water bodies but also integral parts of our cultural heritage and biodiversity.
Preserving them is essential for sustainable development,” she said.

Dharmananda Sundaray, Campaign Manager of Youth4Water Plus, spoke about the
journey of the initiative, describing the impact of youth involvement in water
conservation efforts. “Through Youth4Water Plus, we are empowering young people
to become catalysts for change and stewards of our natural resources,” he shared.
Stalin Nayak, Founder and CEO of PANTISS, outlined the conference's objectives.
“Our aim is to create a platform for collective action and collaboration, ensuring the
sustainable rejuvenation of ponds across Odisha,” he declared. Prominent speakers,
including Dr. D. S. Rao from IMMT Bhubaneswar and Dr. Bama Shankar Ratha, Dean
of Forestry at OUAT, shared their expertise on environmental conservation and the
critical role ponds play in maintaining local ecosystems.

Abha Mishra, State Head of UNDP, emphasized the significance of sustainable water
management. “Ponds are not just water bodies; they are the lifeblood of rural
communities. Sustainable management is key to ensuring their longevity and the
well-being of our people,” she remarked. The event also featured Ramveer Tanwar,
known as the “Pond man of India,” who spoke passionately about his efforts in pond
rejuvenation. “Preserving our ponds is a collective responsibility. Through concerted
action and community involvement, we can restore these vital resources,” he
affirmed.

The conference included an award ceremony recognizing outstanding participants
in the painting competition and contributors for the “Ama Pokhari Katha” booklet.
Ramveer Tanwar was felicitated for his contributions to pond conservation. Laxmi
Buduili, a 23-year-old woman of Tari village, of Gobardhanpur Panchayat, Jajpur
district of Odisha was declared as the “Pond woman of Odisha” for her contribution
in rejuvenating pond in her village and was felicitated by the “Pond man of India”.
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Panel Discussions
A panel discussion on the significance of ponds as common property resources
followed, featuring esteemed panelists such as Prof. Bipin B. Das, EX-Professor at TISS
Mumbai, Dr. Jayakrushna Panigrahi from the Environmental Society of Odisha, Mr.
Sourav Bhattacharjee Nutrition Specialist, UNICEF Odisha, Prof. Dr. Soosai Peppin,
Dean, Director, Srusti Academy of Management, Shri Amulyadhan Rout Director – MGM
Green Energy Limited, Visiting Professor XIM University, Bhubaneswar moderated by
Stalin Nayak, CEO and Founder of PANTISS. They shared perspectives on the critical role
of ponds in sustaining livelihoods, culture, and nutrition. Speakers emphasized that
ponds provide essential water sources for agriculture, support local fisheries, and
sustain cultural and spiritual traditions. The conference also addressed the role of
corporates, multilateral institutions, and government partnerships in fostering pond
rejuvenation efforts. Moderated by Neelima Mishra, Founder of Ceiba Green Solutions,
and Mr. Pradeep Kumar Ghosal, Head CSR TATA POWER (Central Odisha), Ms. Smiti
Pati, Director National Fisheries Development Board, Shri Nilendu Chatterjee, Deputy
General Manager, Bainsidhar Ila Panda Foundation, IMFA, Bhubaneswar discussed how
different sectors can collaborate to support conservation initiatives. “Pond rejuvenation
requires collective action, and corporates have a significant role in driving positive
change,” stated Mr. Ghosal.



Odisha Pond Action Plan
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The event's highlight was the preparation of an action plan during the Odisha
Pond Dialogue. Participants engaged in group discussions to propose practical
solutions for pond rejuvenation and sustainable management. An action plan
was developed for pond restoration projects, focusing on the following key areas:

Survey and Identification: Conducting surveys to identify existing ponds in and
around Bhubaneswar, as well as those in need of restoration. Suggestions came
in for rejuvenating prominent ponds such as Bindu Sagar, Mausima Pond,
Laxmi Sagar, and ponds near Nandankanan. This includes desilting, recharging,
and reforesting surrounding areas.
Institutionalizing Pond Communities: Creating Pond communities or
committees to oversee conservation efforts and manage pond-related activities.
Safety and Kits: Addressing safety concerns around ponds by providing safety
kits and ensuring safe swimming areas.
Mobilization and Roadmap: Mobilizing local communities and creating a
roadmap for ongoing pond rejuvenation efforts.
Ecotourism and Recreation: Exploring opportunities to use ponds for
ecotourism and recreational activities, such as swimming, in a sustainable
manner.
Policy Advocacy: Collaborating with government bodies to advocate for
supportive policies and frameworks for pond preservation.
Awareness Campaigns: Launching awareness campaigns, such as "Ama Pokhari
Katha" (Our Pond Story), to educate the public about the ecological and cultural
significance of ponds.
Monitoring and Evaluation: Creating monitoring systems to track the health
and sustainability of ponds over time.
Fundraising Initiatives: Generating financial support through grants, donations,
and sponsorships to fund pond conservation projects, including community
awareness campaigns, infrastructure development, and monitoring efforts.
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Way Forward
The Pond Conference 2.0 provided a platform for dialogue and action planning on pond
rejuvenation. The emphasis on community engagement, partnerships, and educational
initiatives paved the way for a sustainable approach to pond conservation in Odisha.
Local experts highlighted the importance of involving old-aged people to gather
knowledge about traditional pond practices and history, which could guide restoration
efforts. Through initiatives like creating islands within ponds for birds and other
creatures to thrive, the conference highlighted the need for ecological restoration to
maintain biodiversity. It also recognized the potential for ponds to be transformed into
ecotourism hubs and recreational areas.

conclusion
In her closing remarks, Shipra Saxena emphasized the significance of the conference
and the collaborative journey ahead. “Our journey towards pond conservation is just
beginning. Through collective action and partnership, we can secure a sustainable
future for our communities and preserve these vital water bodies,” she stated. The Pond
Conference 2.0 concluded with a strong sense of commitment from all participants to
take actionable steps toward the rejuvenation and sustainable management of ponds
in Odisha. 
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